
Darjeeling Tea - A Geographical Indication

Under international law, Geographical Indications mean indications which identify a product 

as originating in the territory of a member, or a region or a locality in that territory, where a 

given quality, reputation or other characteristic of the product is essentially attributable to its 

geographical origin.

Darjeeling tea is India’s treasured Geographical Indication and forms a very important 

part of India’s cultural and collective intellectual heritage.

It is of considerable importance to the economy of India because of the international 

reputation and consumer recognition enjoyed by it.

In the legal sphere, countries are seeking to protect Geographical Indications as 

geographical indications, collective marks or certification marks. 
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